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To engage families and communities in children’s healthy early development 


 
Minutes 


Oliver Community for Kids Monday April 27, 2009  
 


Present:  Laurene Sloboda, Theresa Swift, Shelley MacPherson, Jim Insley, Dana Bedard,   
               Hope Miller, Caroline Pennelli, Jen Jensen, Pat Buckland 
Introductions 
 
Minutes approved – passed 
 
Special presentation: Hope Miller, Ministry of Children & Families D Table member: foster parent needs  


from Ok Falls to Osoyoos 
- Foster parents are needed for special needs children, ages 0-19/ mentally & physically 


challenged, some severely behaviourally challenged; crisis coverage crucial and respite care 
needed 


- Foster parent training available – looking for “healthy homes”; medical assessments required; 
3 reference checks and a home study; policies are explained 


- Lots of babies needing foster care; young children ages 9-13 
- High list for behavioural problems and sibling care 


 
Success by 6 Evaluation: 2009 – Oliver has been asked to complete the short form; follows up  


on our 2008 evaluation which was the first and required volunteer communities to 
complete. 
- Option to complete hard copy and submit to Lynn Cook to maintain anonymity or to 


go on-line and complete. 
- Discussion regarding clarity of the 17 survey questions; information about the year’s 


activities were provided to assist with that. 
- 8 evaluations completed during this meeting. 


 
I Old Business:     


 
a) SB6 proposal update: OFTI transportation status –  


More requests for car seats submitted 
SS has had several gas coupons distributed 
Action: Laurene & Pat to meet to edit quarterly report 


SB6 proposal: Evening with Mother Goose – Theresa 
 Posters out to community; fridge magnets sized invitation being distributed 


Already interested parents wanting to register - 5 or 6; hoping to have 8 
minimum, 12 better, 20 maximum; Dana will give out to SS parents so these 
families are comfortable with each other; newspaper ad, too 
Action:Theresa will organize info for Temple 


 Action: Pat to provide Marcel Morneau (worker with SOICS)’s info to Theresa 
 Action: Pat to check on CFK goodie bags for MG draws 
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SB6 proposal: Community Gardens/Kitchen – Roxie: $ received; question when issue of  
“plastic” toilet needed for Gardens – could there be a flushing toilet connected to 
the septic system at the farm?  


 
b) Family Walking group – Dana/Theresa – still going Tuesdays at 3pm 


Dana & Theresa alternate weeks; varies from 2 to 6 parents; Theresa will be 
inviting guests like PH, Blue Bird lady and Lisa Scott, local biologist, along on  
walks. 


 
c) Family Fair:  Community Centre/Sat Feb 27, 2010 


FF committee to meet in June at 4:30 pm at B&G Club – date to be established 
Charlotte Diamond booked in California 


 
d) Oliver CFK Family Directory: 10 to Evening with Mother Goose; 8 to Outreach Learning  


for Oliver, needs 10 for Ok Falls and Osoyoos; PH 15; B&G 
 
e) Increasing membership – possibility of doing SS presentation at Temple; giving  


schedules and newsletters to K2 store and temple 
 
f) Strategic Planning – Session 2 completed; intent to have 3rd session with CFK SC&  


Team 
g) Oliver Festival Sunshine Parade – July 18 – entry ideas – banner available 


 
 
II New Business:  


• strategic planning – brainstorming session: 
o Val at Channel 18 information to Dana 
o Signage – Haynes Park has good signs for sample; where to place? – Buy Low, 


Super Valu, Kiwanis Park; possibly posts 4X4 with plexiglass on both sides, 
tempered glass; both sides available for info 
LOCATION, LOCATION...... 
Action: Pat to contact Rec/Bob Grant re possibly in Kiwanis Park for families 
Action: Pat to connect with RDOS re sign sample in Ok Falls 


• Request from Chronicle re literacy submissions for Kids Corner:  Dana’s contact info to 
Chronicle 


• CAPC needing funding for child care at Community Garden in Osoyoos and facilitator 
mileage to drive there from Oliver – suggestions for parents to look after the child care 
and take turns; suggestions to connect with service clubs for the mileage costs. 


 
III  Additions:  
 Little Wonders group day care for ages 3-5 to be starting up in fall at the Lutheran Church – Jen  


Jensen organizing;  hoping to connect with Community Garden nearby 
 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Monday May25/09 at 4:30pm 
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Promoting optimum health and development of children from conception to age 


six in the South Okanagan and Similkameen 
 


Minutes 
Community for Kids March 2, 2009 – Oliver Library 


 
Present:  Caroline Pennelli, Vicky White, Dana Bedard, Theresa Swift. 
 
Minutes approved - change under New Business (2) Evening with Mother Goose, Co-facilitator  


should read Shannon Koteles. 
 
Old Business: 
 Transportation:  Dana has issued one $10 voucher. 
 Evening with Mother Goose:  Theresa has sent the proposal to Blair (Success by  


Six) and  awaiting a reply. 
 Community Gardens/Kitchen: tabled. 
 Family Fair – February 20, 2010:  Organizing Committee:  


• Theresa Swift 
• Dana Bedard 
• Caroline Pennelli 


Discussion about tying in with the Olympics and promoting physical activities, possibly 
asking the High School to have students volunteer to set up games and demonstrations 
(could perhaps go towards their service hours).  Some suggestions were mini indoor 
hockey games, basketball games, gymnastic demos etc.  


 
New Business: 
 Strategic planning-  No. 1 priority is Community Bulletin Boards (Kinsmen Park and  


Community Center) Caroline thought Blair was looking into purchasing a number 
of boards. 


 
 Family Walking group – to start March 3rd, Theresa to facilitate 
 
 Sunshine Parade – tabled 
  
 Increasing table members – possible Pizza night and invite families from Strongstart,  


Preschools, OIB, local Daycares.  Dana reported on the success of the 
Strongstart Pizza Night. 


 
 
Next Meeting March 23rd at the Library 
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Promoting optimum health and development of children from conception to age 


six in the South Okanagan and Similkameen 
 


Minutes 
January 26, 2009 Monday at 6 pm at School Board office. 


 
Attending:  Jim Insley, Theresa Swift, Dana Bedard, Laurene Sloboda, Vicky White, 


       Pat Buckland 
Regrets: Shelly MacPherson, Caroline Pennelli, Hope Miller 
Minutes: passed 
Community Facilitator’s report: noted 
 
Table member updates: 
 
Literacy Now: Caroline Pennelli – tabled 
 
Ok Boys & Girls Clubs: Laurene – 


- Parenting Wisely –8 families attended at TEN, completed in December 
- Hiring to replace new C&Y family counsellor 


 
Public Health: Shelley MacPherson – tabled 
 
School District: Jim Insley – 


- EDI training for 10 Kindergarten teachers – Chere Plante from OES will train Jan27 
- PALS training taking place on Wed for ECE staff: Tracey Hunt with the TEN 


preschool is organizing for 4 year olds; will organize as “make and take”; evening 
with child care plus meal 


- Roots of Empathy training coming up – facilitators; looking for families with babies 3 
months old 
Action: Theresa interested in the RofE training – contact info to be forwarded 
         Laurene would like to see RofE video – Pat to drop off. 
 


StrongStart: Dana 
- Literacy Training for SS facilitators – activities and experiences for children 0-6 and 


modifying to fit SS situation 
- SS staff will be participating in the BC Early Learning Framework in Osoyoos Mar 8 
- Had a display table with Literacy Now event at Penticton Cherry Lane Mall Jan24 – 


partnered with SD67 SSs. 
- Have put in a proposal for Rick Hanson grant for playground equipment for children 


with special needs for OES $15,000 


Understanding 
 the Early Years 
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- Caroline Pennelli, Literacy Now, spoke at SS – provided books, HOP & MOVE; 
librarian to read stories, Aaron Johnson provided a First Aid Demo - refer to Cheryl at 
OUC re complete First Aid training. 


- Action: SS Calendar for February to go on CFK website 
 


 
Old Business: 
 
OFTI :  finalizing of the gas voucher form and a tracking format being implemented 
 
Directory:  on website and going to press 
 
New Business: 
SB6 funding:  $200 is available for the Table to use to plan or use for anything it deems  


worthwhile  
 
SB6 funding proposals: 


1. Desert Sun:  planning on partnering with CFK to put in a proposal for funds 
for seeds and the materials to build a green house for CAPC’s Community 
Kitchen/Garden that is used by Oliver and CAPC families.    Proposal to be in 
by February. 


2. Evening with Mother Goose – Theresa: sessions for late April; Desert Sun to 
partner as sponsor; Sharon Koteles will be co-facilitator; Recreation providing 
in-kind space; perhaps will organize for Ok Falls in the fall; Theresa’s also 
considering Nobody’s Perfect. 


 
Family Fair for 2010: CFK Table will sponsor on for February 2010 
 Action: Pat to book Rec Centre 
 
Planning: Strategic plan for building awareness and increasing  members -  focus on  


awareness of ECD, family education, more commitment and sustainability 
    Awareness:  


- 1. ad on Channel 12 (Real Estate channel) –  
    Action: Pat to check cost and address 


- 2. Community bulletin board for 0-6 in the mall - Mural next to the bulletin   
    board on a small wall for CFK with singing, storytelling; “fish” cutouts with    
    ideas around them 


- 3. Display for CFK – in parade, SS, RSL 
- 4. School newsletter with logo, www and “CFK tip” – small blurb in newsletter 
- 5. Suggestion box at SS, library, Rec Centre – make them uniform so people  


    recognize them 
- 6. Banner for main street, on Buy Low – check with Jim Pattison 
- 7. Outdoor bulletin board at Kinsman Park/ in parking lot; with key access to  
         change info and protect board 
- 8. Check with Deb at Rec re initiating a parent & child walking group to     


    promote health – different spot on the Hike & Bike trail each time; PH    
    involved ( modelled on Healthy Walk in Squamish) 
    - may include Parent education group sessions – discussion groups with     
        facilitator, work experience students for child care; Dana would work with      
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        parents at Rec: same time ie. On a Monday; check with SS parents and     
        Rec; perhaps 1 ½ hour – ½ time break for parents to chat with other  
         parents 
     Action: Theresa and Dana to visit Recreation to discuss this plan 


    
       Increase CFK Table members – recruit from OIB (check with Teresa Gabriel), Indo- 


Canadian community and parents 
- suggestion to use SB6 $200  for child care to get people attending a planning 


session. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: Monday February 23/09 at 6 pm at Oliver Public Library 
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To engage families and communities in children’s healthy early development 


(draft) 
 


Minutes 
Oliver Community for Kids Monday June 22, 2009  


 
Present:  Jim Insley, Pat Buckland 
 


• Meeting cancelled due to lack of participants 
 
  
Next Meeting Date:  Monday Sept 28/09 at 4:30pm 
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Promoting optimum health and development of children from conception to age six in the South Okanagan and Similkameen 


 


Minutes 


Community for Kids Monday March 23, 2009 – Oliver Library 
 


 
Present:  Vicky White, Laurene Sloboda, Theresa Swift, Shelley MacPherson, Pat Buckland 
 
Minutes approved – Shelley MacPherson, PH, attended our February meeting.  Apologies to  


Shelley for not including her in “present” in the Feb minutes. 
 
Table member reports: 


Interior Health:  Shelley – Baby Talk starts in May; Prenatal classes will start in May in  
Oliver regardless of numbers 
Action: Shelley to send posters for Oliver email list and website 


 
Old Business: 


a) OFTI:  Laurene – 4  more car seat requests; Pat delivered 8 of the 9 gas voucher kits  
                 to the partners  


Action:Laurene and Pat to report to SB6 
Action: Pat to connect with partners at the end of Mar re use of vouchers 


       Evening with Mother Goose:  Theresa – will hear from CFK SCommitte shortly; to  
start April 22- Super Valu providing some food; Recreation space in-kind 
Action: posters/fridge magnets will be forwarded to Table to distribute   


       Community Gardens/Kitchen: tabled. 
 


b) Family Walking Group: Theresa – Tuesdays at 3pm; have had parents out; it will 
build 


Action: consent forms will be supplied to Theresa for photos on the walk; photos 
possibly for Oliver Chronicle submission 
 


c) Family Fair – February 27, 2010:   
- Laurene interested in being part of the planning Organizing Committee 
- Committee to meet outside regular Table meeting times -  venue: PH, library ok 
- Entertainment:  possibility of having tickets at $1 for families to purchase before 


hand if expensive entertainer 
Charlotte Diamond (expensive), Sam the magic man (approx.$300) Cowboy 
Jake and sidekick, Robert Munsch Road Show, a good entertainer from 
Squamish 


                        Action: Theresa to check on Squamish; Pat will check cost of others 
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- Workshops:  really short, check on availability of 2 Rec rooms:  HOP workshop – 
provide childcare, Drum making workshop with Ok Falls drummer as 
entertainment; Nutrition workshop (giveaway ex. Nutripals – Theresa’s sample 
book) 


- If there is entertainment and workshops maybe hosting from 10am to 2 or 3pm 
- Concession: bring in the Salad program from OES; promote healthy eating; Jo 


Johnson for serving tables/promote community garden 
- Connect with Act Now re possible physical activities for kids 
Action: Pat to organize time and place for committee meetings  


  
 
New Business: 
 Strategic planning: new members – need to bring out food for event; how to enlist  


parents;  Table suggests we need a focus in order to connect parents to CFK  
  Action: Pat to take to CFK Team for ideas  
 


Sunshine Parade – July 18: Table approves entry - banner and placards;  
Handouts? – individually wrapped “something”; boxes of raisins; erasures or 
pencils; tattoos 
Action: Pat to register entry with Oliver Recreation 


  
 Increasing table members – need to consider food for this 
  Action: Pat to check with CFK Team re ideas for connecting with parents 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Monday April 27 at the SB offices – time change to 4:30pm 
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To engage families and communities in children’s healthy early development 


 
Minutes 


Oliver Community for Kids Monday May 25, 2009  
 


Present:  Theresa Swift, Shelley MacPherson, Jim Insley, Pat Buckland 
 
Introductions: Christine Schwartz, ECD HUB Coordinator for South Okanagan Similkameen 
 
Minutes approved – passed 
 
Presentation by Christine: 
 -    MCFD supported initiative – contract for ECD  
 -    HUB can be a physical space i.e. one building that houses 2 or more ECD programs       
                 in the same building – less confusing for families; service providers easily connected 


-    Christine works with ECD service providers for the future of our SO families of 0-6 
-    The vision is to increase effectiveness and efficiency of service provision –    


connecting agencies, building relationships and partnerships 
-     Connecting with Kindergartens and ECEs – 3 X a year in Penticton & Summerland         


(Kindergartens initiated the Summerland meeting) 
-      Hopes to have an annual service provider event to network 
-      Christine is visiting outlying rural communities as a resource person 
-      HUB works with existing resources vs CFK filling gaps and building awareness 
-      Christine sends out information relating to ECD to a wide e-mail list. 
-      can Christine offer anything that would make our area of services more effective? 
 Sample challenges:  


1. Spaces that can be utilized for programs in community/storage? 
   2. Getting Penticton stakeholders out to meetings 
   3. meet as a Family Centre committee – locking cupboards, CCRR   
                              workshops, High School an option, grant for workers, young parent   
                              involvement 
- Could Oliver look at the possibility of a “family centre” in the newly developed high 


school?   Could it house preschools, StrongStarts, family centre, etc. 
Action:   Christine to arrange tour of Boundary family centres which have been  


successfully operating for a number of years & which started with MCFD 
funding. 


Action: Christine and Pat to meet over summer to plan for the September CFK      
              meeting - open to the public to discuss HUB idea for SOSS  


   
 


I Old Business:     
 
a) SB6 proposal update: OFTI transportation status – final report going in 


SB6 proposal: Evening with Mother Goose – Theresa 
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 Going well – 4 fathers, 8 mothers plus 9 children 
 Theresa also indicated there is a refresher course for Nobody’s Perfect  


planned for June 12 in Kelowna for $25; Theresa’s a trained facilitator but 
would like to refresh; could work with PH on this. 
Action: Pat to check with Jen Anderson at B&G re: who took the previous 
training from B&G? 


  
SB6 proposal: Community Gardens/Kitchen: seeds and greenhouse complete;  


A portable outhouse was supplied by a local group (United Church 
women’s group) 


 
b) Family Walking group –Theresa – finished at end of May; may organize for fall 


 
c) Family Fair:  Community Centre/Sat Feb 27, 2010 – costs for entertainers main 


focus 
 
d) Oliver CFK Family Directory: hardcopies available and distributed; available on-


line 
 
e) Increasing membership – tabled 


 
f) Oliver Festival Sunshine Parade – July 18 – entry ideas – banner available 
 
g) Signage: tabled 
 
h) ECD survey/SB6: 8 completed for Oliver 


 
 
II New Business:  


• strategic planning – brainstorming session: tabled 
• Request from Chronicle re literacy submissions for Kids Corner:  months to be 


filled 
 
  
Next Meeting Date:  Monday June 22/09 at 4:30pm 
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Minutes 


Monday November 23, 2009 at School Board office 
 


Present:  Laurene Sloboda, Jim Insley, Dana Bedard, Pat Buckland 
Regrets: Vicky White, Shelley MacPherson, Barbara-Joy Taggart 
Introduction: Heather Whittall - parent, secretary for Community Gardens  
Minutes approved – passed 


•  Business arising from the minutes: 
1. Action: Pat to check with Jen Anderson @ B&G re Mother Goose training – Jen will 


let us know 
2. Action:  Laurene to check with Walmart to confirm discount for car seats – discount 


still in effect 
Report on Funds:       Balance     Evaluation funds        $200 
                           
Members’ Reports: 
 Boys & Girls Club: Laurene 


- Parenting Wisely for ages 5 – 12 starts Jan 13 in Ok Falls if anyone has 
referrals, registrations from other communities accepted 


Desert Sun: Roxie - tabled 
Library: Vicky - tabled 
Public Health: Shelley – tabled; note from PH indicating Nobody’s Perfect was cancelled  


for lack of participants 
StrongStart: Dana 


- 66 children registered/20 to add 
- Jasmine from Raise A Reader gave a free book to everyone plus 


Kindergarten 
- Joined the Salad Bar program – healthy meals for families with the option of 2 


families per week able to take home a food bin 
- Evening gym sessions held in Dec/ 2 planned for Jan – use HOP and MOVE 


plus posters for developmental areas 
- Ready Set Learn will happen throughout the entire year with one main event 


on the evening of Wed Feb 3 
- Volunteer sign-up sheet for Family Fair is posted at SS 
- Transportation for families through the OFTI gas vouchers to the Fair 
- Christmas event: Librarian will be coming to speak to SS families; 30-40 


books for gifts; hot chocolate and fun 
- Dana has completed the Family Resource course through the Justice 


Institute of BC – a pilot project which may be set up on-line in the future 
- Hanen training taking place – 18 ECEs  participating 







- SS conference in Vernon this week 
 


Old Business:     
a) SB6 proposal update: OFTI transportation status – Laurene 


- $2,000 transfered from gas vouchers monies to purchase car seats 
- So far $165 worth of gas vouchers have been spent by parents 
- Distributed through Desert Sun, Ministry of Employment, StrongStart and 


B&G 
 
SB6 proposal: Mother Goose & Evening with Mother Goose – note from 
Theresa indicates 12 parents(4 dads, 2 grandmothers); received Literacy BC 
funds to supplmement  
 
SB6 proposal: Community Gardens/Kitchen – completed; report submitted 
 


b) Family Fair with Heart on Feb 27: budget & proposal for SB6 funds up to 
$2,000 
Motion to approve FF proposal to SB6: moved by Jim, seconded by Laurene, 
passed 


c) CFK Parent Conference in Penticton: excellent evaluations; 86  participants 
d) HUB visit in October: Mike Safek at OES will be speaking to his teachers about 


the possibility 
  Action: Pat to follow up 


- could we check to see which agencies might use a Family Centre? 
- The after-school program room is not used in am or evening 
- Would there be a family resources coordinator? 


e) Books for Babies update: Kiwanis is keen to support again; PH has 49 left to 
dispense 
 


New Business:  
• New Horizons seniors funding: up to $25,000 available - perhaps the Community 


Gardens could look at this option to pair seniors and young children to work together in 
the gardens; Heather indicates Little Wonders preschool will have a “box” and 
Kindergarten from OES.   Gardens will be made safer for kids i.e. kid friendly space 
Action: Heather to take New Horizons info to the GC’s committee  


 
Additions: new meeting times and location at StrongStart in hopes of encouraging more parents  


– Dana has 2 parents interested 
Action:  change of time and place to be confirmed at next Table meeting when more  
              members are present  


 
Next Meeting Date:  Monday January 25 at 4 at SB office 
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�
Minutes 


Oliver Community for Kids Monday September 28, 2009  
 


Present:  Hope Miller, Laurene Sloboda, Jen Jensen, Barbara Joy Taggart, Pat Buckland 
Regrets: Jim Insley, Vicky White, Dana Bedard 
Minutes approved – passed 


•  Business arising from the minutes: 
1. Tour arranged for Boundary Family Centre/s on Oct 1 – Hope Mendes, Christine 


Schwartz, Mike Safek and Pat B to tour Rock Creek Elementary 
2. HUB meeting on Jul 20 
3. Action: Pat to check with Jen Anderson @ B&G re Mother Goose training - tabled 


 
Additions:  Nobody’s Perfect information – Barbara Joy  


- There will be 6 sessions of NP starting Oct 15 at 11:15am 
- Program is for isolated, limited budget, lower education etc. Parents 
- MCFD, B&G and Tippy Toes may know parents who would benefit from NP 


 
Members’ Reports: 
 Little Wonders preschool at St. John’s Lutheran church: Jen 


- Preschool in the mornings; child care in the afternoons 
- Serene Knippelberg is Manager 
- Currently taking enrolments – filling fast; hope to be open Nov 1 


 Boys & Girls Club:  
- Be An Angel Christmas Hampers – Oct 12: referral forms will be ready; Nov 


27 is deadline for referrals – there were 49 families helped in SO last year 
with food, toys and games 


- Spaghetti dinner on Thursday Oct 1/5-7pm at the Oliver Cadet Hangar for 50 
year celebration – thank you to community  


- Lend a Hand program with McDonald’s restaurant is fund raiser for B&G – 
buy a $2 handprint 


 
I Old Business:     


 
a) SB6 proposal update: OFTI transportation status – Laurene 


-car seat – funds have been increased twice because of demand; approx. $500 
left so will need to apply for more transferred $ 
-gas vouchers – fewer used than hoped but are starting; suggestion to use both 
of the gas stations – only one being used so far 
-long distance medical – one paid out for $359 for a baby to go to Vancouver’s 
Children’s hospital 
-planned meeting for partners on Oct 21 or 22 to discuss OFTI and sustainability 
-Walmart has new management who is not aware of discount for car seats 
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Action:  Laurene to check with management to confirm discount 
b) SB6 proposal: Mother Goose & Evening with Mother Goose – Theresa -  


Pat reports that SB6 funding approved for a Mother Goose program at SPC with 
OIB; open to anyone in Oliver and a spring evening program 


c) SB6 proposal: Community Gardens/Kitchen – completed; report to be submitted 
d) Signage: tabled 
 


 
New Business:  


• ECD Community Evaluation – to be completed by Nov 15; next meeting for planning 
  
Next Meeting Date:  Monday October 26/09 at 4pm at School Board office – note change of  


         time! 
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